
Pre-Readers



Hello, Grownups! 
Play, talk, sing, write and read with your child every day  
to build language skills and help them become a reader. 

The TD Summer Reading Club gratefully acknowledges that this information is adapted 
from the American Library Association’s Every Child Ready to Read® program.

 

This dragon is hidden in this notebook  
10 times. Can your child find each one? 

Co-created and delivered by over 2,200 public libraries across Canada, 
this national bilingual program is developed by Toronto Public Library in 
partnership with Library and Archives Canada. Sponsorship is generously 
provided by TD Bank Group.

Stick or write 
your web access  

code here:
_________ 

This notebook is available in large print, e-text, audio and braille. A school-age 
notebook is also available for older kids. Ask library staff for more details.

Artwork by Rob Justus

Developed by In partnership with Title sponsor

PLAY Pre-readers learn about the world through 
play, which helps in understanding stories 

The Princess/Prince and the Pea
Place a small object like a tennis ball under a cushion or blanket. After  
sitting down on top of the object, can your child guess what it is? Try 
lining up a few cushions and placing an object underneath one of them. 
Can they detect which cushion has the hidden object? 

 

Search and Find
Can your child find  
these four images on the  
cover of this notebook? 

 

Feed the Letter Creature
Make a creature by decorating an empty tissue 
box, shoebox or paper bag. Cut out the letters 
of the alphabet, and spread them out. Ask 
your child to feed the letter that you call for 
to the creature. For an added challenge, ask 
what sound the letter makes or for a word that 
begins with the letter.

Write down the username you created  
with your child on our website:

This notebook belongs to: 

Visit tdsummerreadingclub.ca to access FREE ebooks and 
colouring pages using your web access code and username

Welcome to the
2022 TD Summer Reading Club
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Pre-readers learn about language by listening 
to you talk and joining in the conversation

Silly Potion
One item at a time, add toys or solid objects to a pot or bucket to create 
a pretend potion. Then position the pot so your child cannot see the 
contents. Ask them to try to remember the items in the potion. Add more 
items to the pot as you play this game over the summer for a memory 
challenge. 
 

Create a Character

Start by describing the character on the right.  
Ask your child all kinds of silly questions about 
 this character to build the character’s  
personality. Here are some fun examples: 

• What did they eat for lunch? 
• What toppings would they like on a pizza?
• What are their hobbies? 
• What is their favourite colour?  
• What do they like to do outside? Character’s name

TALK

Singing together increases awareness  
of the sounds of words 

Inventing 
Dance Moves
Listen to music and 
encourage children to 
make up dance moves. 
Here are some fun examples: 

• Giant: Big steps
• Dragon: Flapping wings
• Elf: Short, quick steps

Hickory Dickory Dock 
Hickory dickory dock. 
The mouse went up the clock.
The clock struck one, 
The mouse went down.
Hickory dickory dock.
Tick tock, tick tock, tick tock.

On each repetition, change the 
animal, and the clock time  
by one hour. 

SING
Writing helps pre-readers learn that letters 
and words stand for sounds, and that 
printed text has meaning 

Play Dough Letters
Roll play dough into thin logs, 
and form various letters of the 
alphabet together.

Shopping List
Work together on writing a 
shopping list, and have your child 
assist you at the store.

Trace the path of the three bears to the right bed. 
The bigger the bear, the bigger the bed!

WRITE 
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Our Summer Reading
Shared reading is the most effective way to 
help children become good readersREAD

Character Mix-Up
While reading a story, change the name 
of a character to your child’s name. You 
can also change other characters in the 
story to the names of family members 
or friends.
 

Ask Questions
A great way to build reading compre-
hension is to ask your child questions 
before and after reading a story. 

You can access ebooks and 
audiobooks on our website 
tdsummerreadingclub.ca

Book Recommendations

• GoldiBooks and  
the Wee Bear  
by Troy Wilson and  
Edwardian Taylor

• Unicorns 101  
by Cale Atkinson

• You Might Be Special! 
by Kerri Kokias and  
Marcus Cutler

• Encounter by Brittany Luby 
and Michaela Goade

Read a fairy tale with your child 

Use these pages in any way you like! Here are a few ideas: list books 
or other material that you and your child have read or listened to 
together, or let them draw pictures inspired by books. Place the 
stickers that you collect in the centrefold of this notebook. 
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Ask your child questions that start with “Would you rather …” Make your own audio or video recording of a story together 
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Learn how to say “hello” in five different languages, including French  
(bonjour, pronounced “bon-zhoor”) and Cree (tanisi, pronounced “tan-say”) Go on a walk, and read out all of the street, road and store signs 
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Draw a picture inspired by a story that you read together

Our favourite place to read together: 

Something my child learned: 

A new author we discovered: 

Fill this out at the end of the summer:

Summer Memories

Congratulations!

As witnessed by                                         Date

Great reading! 

Your name
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