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Olamide Lasisi, a young artist and author, founded
Pocketlings, a collection of affirmation-filled dolls
celebrating Black joy and creativity. At just 10 years
old, she began designing dolls to reflect herself and
her friends, aiming to ensure every child feels seen, ‘
loved, and proud.

Recipes for Awesome Me
Welcome to the kitchen of confidence, where every ingredient is sprinkled with self-love and every
recipe stirs up a little magic!

Sarah Bankuti

Sarah Bankuti is an author, storyteller, and

the founder of The Princess Lily Series — a

heartfelt children’s book series created to uplift \
and empower children facing serious illness. -

sar b Bankat

The Princess Alannah Series
Princess Alannah and her friend Scoot, embark on an adventure to find a missing glow fish,
helping him embrace his differences along the way.

Stephanie Simpson McLellan is an
award-winning author of six picture books

and a middle-grade novel. Her newest book,
Two Tales of Twenty Six, is a picture book and ||
first reader hybrid.

Two Tales of Twenty-Six

Two parallel adventures intertwine in a story about Walter the mouse conquering twenty six cats
and Liam the boy, who must conquer twenty six letters.

LOCAL AUTHOR SHOWCASE

MEET THE CHILDREN AND YA AUT”'T—TORS
@ Keswick Branch

Saturday, November 29, 2025

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Jumps and Jingles Storytime with Joan Hargrave

Teen Area

10:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Ages0-5
Drop in

Craft Corner

Adult Program Room
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

All ages welcome

Enjoy a variety of book-themed
crafts throughout the day. Come and
go drop in program.

Drop in

Join Joan for a fun-filled half-hour of music,
rhythms, and rhymes. You and your child

will sing along to old classics, learn new songs,
dance, and move to the music! Explore
rhythm-making with shakers and scarves,

have fun with puppets, and enjoy an entertaining
story.

While at the event, fill out a Vbadlflot fpf% ,cha‘hce

- to win a children’s or adult local author prize

pack whlch includes books, swag, and
 aGPL freezer bag

Visit georgringrlribra ry.ééa} fgr':n":mré i'h;?ft'ir'mati‘on
| about the event.



Andrew Sibbald

Andrew Sibbald was born four decades after
Emily Twillum’s story takes place and grew up on
the Briars property in Jackson’s Point, Ontario.
The Briars Believed is his second publication,
picking up at the end of The Briars Between.

The Briars Believed

Follow 13 year old Emily’s tale, revolving around her friendship with a Chippewa boy and two
Jewish siblings.

Inna Figotina

Inna Figotina is a certified French as a Second
Language educator. She shares her journey of
becoming trilingual to inspire others who are on
their own journey of learning a new language.

Inna wrote this dual-language book as part of her
thesis project after years of research on the topic of immigrant students
in the French as a Second Language program.

Trilingual Me! Moi, trilingue!
The story follows a girl who overcomes challenges to become trilingual. It’s a fun, colourful
dual-language picture book in English and French.

Joan Hargrave

Joan Hargrave is a retired elementary school teacher L% \}»
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of 30 years. She has curated an early childhood o) )

music program that she teaches in various daycares,

libraries and kindergarten classrooms throughout C- e
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the GTA. Inspired by two of her puppets,

Ellie Sleeps Inis a story about friendship and the
power of kindness.

Ellie Sleeps In
Join us in reading this delightful tale about friendship and how a simple act of kindness can
change everything.

Kathryn O’Dwyer
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Kathryn has found joy in retirement by pairing
her love of literature and adventure to write the
children’s novel series, The Extraordinary Travels
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of Two Sisters.

Ella and Alora and the Secret Drain
This story highlights the importance of friendship, family, and learning about our world to better
care for it.

2  Kristin Blakely

s Never Sawn
Yv_t’hw* Before! L .
S Kristin Blakely is a Toronto-based mom of three,
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author, with a PhD in Sociology. As a hearing aid
user, Kristin shares her experiences with hearing
and language challenges both personally and as a

parent.

I’ve Never Sawn that Before!
This comforting story acknowledges children’s feelings of bedtime anxiety and over-stimulation
while showing there is no need to feel scared and alone at night.

Nathan Reid-Welford

Nathan Reid-Welford's life has largely centered
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around writing and creating. These pursuits have
long been his passions and interests. After
revisions, his work transformed into Colin Harris:
The Game of Wits, marking the official start of his
career as an author.

Colin Harris: The Game of Wits
It was a complex, long-standing game of wits won by vision, dedication, and perseverance,

unbeknownst to its participants.



